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Term 4, Week 7

Friday 19 November 2021

From the Principal

Reconciliation Prayer

Dear families,
We have two new families who have recently joined the St Joseph’s community. We welcome Vula Wate & Lynn
Ravu & their daughter Valerie (1F). We also welcome Killian & Shingai Garutsa & their children Tawana (4C) &
Rufaro (1F). Please make them feel welcome if the opportunity arises.
Tomorrow evening our Year Three students will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the very first time,
followed by a Mass of celebration.
This week I spent time in the Year Three class. The children spoke to me about how excited they are about
receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation. They are so well prepared and understand the importance of this day
in their lives of faith. I commend Mrs Haines, Mrs Clarke & Mrs Watson for the outstanding job they have done
guiding their class to be ready for this day.
Please keep these children and their families in your prayers. Reconciliation will be available from
4.45pm-5.50pm on Saturday.
Captains’ Speeches
On Wednesday, the school community heard 12 outstanding leadership speeches from students seeking to be
elected as 2022 St Joseph’s School Captains. We were so impressed by each and every candidate. Each
student spoke passionately and with conviction about St Joseph’s. It was inspiring to hear how each student
sought to give back to their school, by taking on this role of service. Congratulations to:
Julia Ciurleo

Israel Caffery

Cooper Cussans

Ben Dawe

Lily James

Tully Fletcher

Maree Mallamace

Cassiel Quipot

Sadie Rees

Ashton Salvi

Abby Tang

Ramninder Singh

In Their Shoes
On Wednesday our Year Six students took part in an immersion experience called “In Their Shoes Day”. On this
day each student experienced the life of a child in a developing country. The students had to trek to source
their water for the day. Their only food was a bowl of rice at lunchtime. On this day Year Six learned about other
students even younger than them who had made a difference to the life of children in developing countries.

SJLE Calendar
2021, Term 4

20th
Nov

First Reconciliation 5pm
Thanksgiving Mass 6pm

Week 8

We were so proud of the mature and serious approach in which our students engaged in this experience. Due
to this they learned so much. I encourage you to read Miss Cirillo’s account of In Their Shoes day, in today’s
newsletter.
Many thanks to the Year 6 staff for making this day possible.

MaryJane Simms
Principal

25th
Nov

26th
Nov

Kinder Transition

Kinder Transition
St Francis Orientation Day Year 6
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PARISH MASS TIMES
St Joseph’s Parish Leeton:
Saturday Vigil - 6.00pm
Sunday - 10:00am

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2021
Wednesday 15 December - School concludes for all
students.

Sacrament of Penance
Friday - 4.45pm - 5.15pm
Saturday - 5.15pm - 5.50pm

2022
Friday 28 January - Staff Development Day - no
school for students.

Eucharistic Adoration
Friday - 4.30pm

Monday 31 January & Tuesday 1 February Mathematics Assessment Interview (MAI) Testing for
all students in Years 1-6. Students are required to
attend school for an interview. Further details to
follow.

St Patrick’s Parish Yanco:
Sunday - 8.00am
Please don't forget to sign in (QR code preferred) at
the back of the church for Mass attendance & adhere

Wednesday 2 February - school resumes for
students in Years 1-6.
Kindergarten Best Start Testing - Monday 31
January, Tuesday 1 February, Wednesday 2 February
& Wednesday 9 February.
Kindergarten commencement date - Thursday 3
February 2022.
Kindergarten rest days (Wednesdays) - 9 February,
16 February & 23 February.

THE END OF SCHOOL BANKING
FINAL SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB FOR
2021
The final Scholastic Book Club brochure for the year
went home this week. Orders are due back Monday
November 22, 2021. Orders may be placed via the
Scholastic online LOOP, or by completing the order
form and sending it back to school, in an envelope
marked BOOK CLUB with the payment.
Please note late orders cannot be accepted on this
issue as we may not be able to supply the books
before school finishes. You can order via the online
portal and have the books sent to your home.
We hope you have enjoyed your books purchases this
year and thank you for supporting reading and our
School Library.
Mrs Judi McAliece
Library Assistant

A reminder to all School Banking families that the
Commonwealth School Banking Program will end this
term.
The last day of School Banking will be November 25,
2021 (next Thursday).
Thank you to all School Bankers, we hope you will
enjoy your rewards.
Mrs Judi McAliece
School Banking Coordinator

SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to families that school fees are to be paid
in full by today, Friday 3rd December 2022, as stated
in the payment agreement sent to families in Term 1.
Thank you to the parents who have paid or who are
continuing to pay their school fees through an agreed
arrangement. If you are experiencing difficulties or
wish to discuss payment arrangements please
contact Mrs Kate Jones at the school office.
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SCHOOL CAPTAIN NOMINEES 2021
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YEAR 6 ‘IN THEIR SHOES DAY’ 2021
On Tuesday, 16th November, Year 6 participated in the annual ‘In Their Shoes Day’ to experience walking in the
shoes of someone who lives in poverty. Some students wrote:
‘I’m most excited to see the outcome of the day and most worried about the walk back because we may spill
water. The video we watched made me feel sad and I thought it was crazy how much we take for granted’.
We began the day with prayer and reflected about children in the world who don’t get their needs met. They were
then sorted into groups of five and given a bucket and stick for the most awaited part of the day, the 3km walk to
and from St Francis to collect their water for the day. This water was used for their drinking water and to wash
their hands. Whilst we filled our buckets, Mr Spina and Mrs Iannelli spoke to Year 6 about experiencing empathy
and understanding the very privileged lives that they live. We then walked back to St Joseph’s with full buckets
of water, swapping over carrying duties when they got tired. They were on their way back to receive their first
meal of the day, a bowl of rice.

On their return, Year 6 reflected on their walk to St Francis commenting:
‘Walking back with the water with my group wasn’t that hard because we worked as a team. Our bucket was full
because we worked together and used communication (but it does hurt your back)’
And
‘Walking up was easy because we didn’t have to carry anything heavy. On the way back though, I was tired, it was
hard and it felt unfair.’
Once they had reflected, Year 6 received their lunch which was a bowl of rice with either soy sauce or sweet chilli
sauce. The students loved it so much that they came back for seconds and even experienced eating with their
hands.
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Lunch was followed by a documentary called ‘Ryan’s Well’ which followed the journal of six year old Ryan who
raised his own money (by doing chores) to build a well in the city of Kampala in Uganda. Year 6 watched as Ryan
travelled to Uganda to meet the people he had helped and then got to see him return in 2017. Year 6 recognised
that even someone small could make a big difference and any of them has the potential to do the same thing.
After a small movement break, Year 6 then returned back to the classroom to listen to a story called ‘One Plastic
Bag’ which explained how using innovation, you can turn a negative into a positive to help individuals and the
environment.
To finish the day, Year 6 participated in a closing liturgy to share their experience and pray for the children and
families that live in poverty, don’t get three meals a day and don’t have access to clean water. Year 6 really
experienced walking in other’s shoes and gained a new perspective on how others live, understanding how lucky
they are to live the life they live.
One student summed it up beautifully:
‘Donating, kindness and helping others could change lives of and I thank God for giving us a life which is so
different to those living in poverty’ - Year 6 202

Miss Stephanie Cirillo
Year 6 Teacher
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AWARDS
Week 6 | Term 4

Evie C
Aria C
Michael M
Lincoln S
Denzel M
Ellis D
Kaweera S
Gabrielle B
Sadie R
Jack C
Indigo S
Ben S

BounceBack is an evidence-informed program
built on Positive Psychology, Cognitive
Behaviour Therapy and Social Emotional
learning principles.
St Joseph’s teaches the BounceBack program
from K-6 to improve student wellbeing and help
students to deal with the complexities of their
everyday lives. It teaches them how to
BounceBack when they experience sadness,
difficulties and challenging times.
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ST JOSEPH'S MERIT AWARDS TERM 4, WEEK 6 2021
Lucy S

KJM

Lewis R

KMM

Georgia M

KMM

Boston O

KMM

Indi R

KMM

Indi B

KMM

Blake M

KMM

Evie C

KMM

Chelsea F

1A

Pippa S

1A

Wade T

1A

Fletcher P

1A

Valerie W

1F

Aiden L

1F

Rufaro G

1F

Chloe T

1F

Ahemdeep B

2G

Bronte S

2I

Eden S

2I

Rose L

3CH

Rosie L

3CH

Craig O

3CH

Braxton L

3CH

Lukas P

3CH

Bridie L

4C

Max M

4C

Isaac S

4C

Lincoln P

5M

Vivienne M

5M

Lachlan B

5P

Raman S

5P

Sophie H

6M

Charlise V

6M

Hamish C

6M
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MATHS - Week 7
5P Patterns and Algebra - equivalent equations matching

Kindergarten
Playing Bingo to reinforce numbers, telling the time at o’clock and working with money!
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UNIFORM NEWS
An increasing number of students are coming to school each day without their hat. Hats are an essential
part of the St Joseph’s uniform policy and are to be worn at all times when outdoors. Please assist your child/
ren to remember their hat each day.
We have also noticed over the past term that non-uniform shoes are being worn by some students. As a matter
of fairness to all students it is important that ALL students are in the correct uniform, NOT what is the current
fashion.
From the commencement of 2022 it is expected that all students are wearing correct school shoes. We are
providing this information now so that all families have time to ensure that their child/ren have correct
school shoes by the beginning of next year. If you require financial support to purchase the correct school
shoes, please contact the school office and we will be happy to help you.

TERM 4 SCHOOL CALENDAR 2021

WEEK

8

MONDAY
22

TUESDAY
23

WEDNESDAY
24

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

25

26

Kinder 2022
Transition

Kinder 2022
Transition

SAT/
SUN
27/28

St Francis
Orientation Day

9

29

30

1

2

3

4/5

Giving Mass 9.15am
(Final School Mass) Kinder
Whole School
Transition
11.30am-1.00pm

10

6

7

8

9

10

11/12

13

14

15

16

17

18/19

December

11

Year 6 Fun Day Lake Talbot
Narrandera

Graduation Mass
6pm - Year 6

School reports go
home.

Term 4 ends.

PD = Professional Development
Please note: Owing to COVID-19 all events are subject to cancellation or change at short
notice.
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STAGE 2 GIVING RAFFLE
Each year Stage 2 helps the Community Christmas Lunch Committee by selling raffle tickets.
The money raised goes towards buying gifts for the Christmas lunch, Carramar, Assumption Villa and the
Narrandera Nursing Home. The students are excited to be helping others in need in our community. Each
student has been given a raffle book; tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 and will be drawn on Saturday,
December 11th. Winners will be notified by phone.
There is a book club voucher prize for the four students who sell the most books. Students are to return the
raffle books to their class teacher or Mrs Vogel, before Friday 3rd December.
Thank you for your support.
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